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Table 1: Pelagic and Demersal Fish
(List of species from Annex XII, EC Reg No. 850/98)
	Species
	Minimum 
Size
	Species
	Minimum
Size

	Bass 
(Dicentrachus Labrax)
	42cm
	Mackerel 
(Scomber spp.)
	30cm

	Blue Ling 
(Molva dipterygia)
	70cm
	Megrim 
(Lepidorhombus spp.)
	20cm

	Cod 
(Gadus morhua)
	35cm
	Plaice 
(Pleuronectes platessa)
	27cm

	Haddock 
(Melanogrammus aeglefinus)
	30cm
	Pollack 
(Pollachius pollachius)
	30cm

	Hake 
(Merluccius merluccius)
	27cm
	Saithe 
(Pollachius virens)
	35cm

	Herring 
(Clupea harengus)
	20cm
	Sardine 
(Sardina pilchardus)
	11cm

	Horse Mackerel 
(Trachurus spp.)
	15cm
	Sole 
(Solea spp.)
	24cm

	Ling 
(Molva molva)
	63cm
	Whiting 
(Merlangius merlangus)
	27cm


Table 2: Shellfish
(List of the more common species, including Annex XII, EC Reg No. 850/98, in the EIFCA District)
	Species
	Minimum
Size
	Measurement

	Edible Crab 
(Cancer pagurus)
	115mm(3)
	Width of Carapace 
(Figure 4B)

	Lobster 
(Homarus gammarus)
	87mm(3)
	Length of Carapace 
(Figure 3)

	Razor Clams 
(Ensis spp.)
	100mm
	Longest Part of the Shell 
(Figure 5)

	Surf Clam 
(Spisula solida)
	25mm
	Longest Part of the Shell 
(Figure 5)

	Whelk 
(Buccinum undatum)
	Inside 6nm (6) 55mm
Outside 6nm 45mm
	Length of the Shell 
(Figure 6)

	Velvet Crab 
(Liocarcinus puber)
	65mm(4)
	Width of Carapace (excluding spines) 
(Figure 4B)

	Mussel 
(Mytilus edulis)
	50mm(5)
	Longest Part of the Shell 
(Figure 5)

	NB  Mussel must be 51mm when landing in an area to the north of the district between Haile Sand Fort and a line drawn true east from the control tower at the Royal Air force Gunnery and Bombing Range at Donna Nook in Lincolnshire.


Notes 
(1) 
A marine organism is undersize if its dimensions are smaller than the minimum dimensions specified. 
(2) 
Undersized marine organisms shall not be retained onboard or be transhipped, landed, stored, sold, displayed or offered for sale, but shall be returned immediately to the sea.
(3) 
Further restrictions, on the fishing for and use of crab and lobster, are contained in the EIFCA Byelaws. 
(4) 
The minimum size for the velvet crabs is laid down in SI No.919: "The Undersized Velvet Crabs Order 1989". 
(5) 
EIFCA District, 50mm, except within the boundaries of the Wash Fishery Order where 45mm applies. 
(6)
Applies in EIFCA District as per whelk management measures (www.eastern-ifca.gov.uk)
Bass Measures for Recreational Fishers
1 Jan to 30 June – catch & release only
1 July to 31 December – 1 bass, per person, per day

The limit applies for all forms of recreational fishing including rod & line and nets and applies when fishing from the shore and at sea
MEASUREMENT OF THE SIZE OF A MARINE ORGANISM 
(extracts from Annex XIII EC Reg No. 850/98) 

1. The size of any fish shall be measured, as shown in Figure 1, from the tip of the snout to the end of the tail fin.
2. The size of a Norway lobster shall be measured as shown in Figure 2.
3. The size of a lobster shall be measured as the length of the carapace, parallel to the midline, from the back of either eye socket to the distal edge of the carapace. This is shown as measurement (a) in Figure 3.
4. The size of a spinous spider crab shall be measured, as shown in Figure 4A, as the length of the carapace, along the midline, from the edge of the carapace between the rostrums to the posterior edge of the carapace.
5. The size of an edible crab shall be measured, as shown in Figure 4B as the maximum width of the carapace measured perpendicular to the antero-posterior midline of the carapace.
6. The size of any bivalve mollusc shall be measured as shown in Figure 5, across the longest part of the shell.
7. The size of a whelk shall be measured as shown in Figure 6 as the length of the shell
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Fixed Gear
Bottom set gill nets or entangling nets shall mean any fixed gear made up of a single piece of net, fixed, or capable of being fixed by any means to the bottom of the sea. 

Trammel nets shall mean any fixed gear made up of two or more pieces of net hung jointly in parallel on a single headline fixed, or capable of being fixed, by any means to the bottom of the sea (Article 3(g) and 3(h) of EC Reg No.850/98) 
Table 3: Target Species for Fixed Nets
(Annex VI EC Reg No. 850/98)
	Species
	10-30mm
	50-70mm
	90-99mm
	100-119mm
	120-219mm
	220mm+

	Sardine (Sardina pilchardus)
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Eel (Anguilla anguilla)
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Sprat (Sprattus sprattus)
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Horse Mackerel (Trachurus spp.)
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Herring (Clupea harengus)
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Mackerel (Scomber spp.)
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Red Mullets (Mullidae)
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Garfish (Belone spp.)
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Sea bass (Dicentrachus labrax)
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Grey Mullets (Mugilidae)
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Lesser spotted dogfish (Scyliorhinus canicula)
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Dab (Limanda limanda)
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Whiting (Merlangius merlangus)
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Flounder (Platichthys flesus)
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Sole (Solea vulgaris)
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Haddock (Merlanogrammus aeglefinus)
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Plaice (Pleuronectes platessa)
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Cuttlefish (Sepia officinalis)
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Cod (Gadus morhua)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T(5)
	T

	Pollack (pollachius pollachius)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Ling (Molva molva)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Saithe (Pollachius virens)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Hake (Merluccius merluccius)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Picked Dogfish (Squalus acanthias)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Greater Spotted Dogfish (Scyliorhinus stellaris)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Megrim (Lepidorhombus spp.)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Lumpsucker (Cylopterus lumpus)
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Other Marine Organisms
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	T


Notes
(1) 
Mesh Size Ranges 31 - 49mm & 71 - 89mm are banned.
(2) 
Target Species must account for 70% of the Catch.
(3) 
The minimum percentage of target species may be obtained by aggregating the quantities of all the target species caught.
(4) 
Provisions for fixed gear do not apply to salmonids, lampreys or hagfish.
(5) 
No more than 30% cod should be retained from nets whose mesh is less than 140mm

Table 4: Target Species for Towed Gear
(List of more common species from Annex I EC Reg No. 850/98 in the EIFCA District)
	
	Mesh Size Range

	
	16-31mm
	16-31mm
	32-54mm
	32-54mm
	55-69mm
	80-99mm
	80-99mm
	100+ mm

	
	Minimum % of Target Species

	Species
	90/60 (4)
	60
	30
	90/60 (4)
	90
	30
	70
	None

	Sand eels(1)(Ammodytidae)
	T (2)
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Norway Pout (Trisopterus esmarkii)
	T
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Smelt (Atherina spp. & Osmerus spp.)
	T
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Poor Cod (Trisopterus minutus)
	T
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Sprat (Sprattus sprattus)
	T
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Eel (Anguilla anguilla)
	T
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Blue Whiting (Micromesistius poutassou)
	T
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Sardine (Sardina pilchardus)
	T
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Shrimp / Common Prawns 

(Pandalus montagui, Crangon spp., Palemon spp)
	.
	T
	T
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Mackerel (Scomber spp.)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T
	T
	T

	Horse Mackerel (Trachurus spp.)
	. 
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Herring (Clupea harengus)
	<20% (3)
	<20% (3)
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Squids (Loliginidae, Ommastrephidae)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Bib (Trisopterus luscus)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Prawns (Pandalus spp.)
	<15%mix
	.
	T
	.
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Conger (Conger conger)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Gurnards (Triglidae)
	.
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Octopus (octopus vulgaris)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	T
	T
	T

	Sole (Solea vulgaris)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Plaice (Pleuronectes platessa)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Megrim (Lepidorhombus spp.)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Whiting (Merlangius merlangus)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Brill (Scophthalmus rhombus)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Dab (Limanda limanda)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Cuttlefish (Sepia officinalis)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Sea bass (Dicentrarchus labrax)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Flounder (Platichthys flesus)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Lemon Sole (Microstomus kitt)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Dogfish (Scliorhinidae)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Pollack (Pollachius pollachius)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	John Dory (Zeus faber)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Queen Scallop (Chlamys opercularis)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Red Mullets (Mullidae)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Grey mullets (Mugilidae)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Anglers (Lophiidae)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Skate/Rays (Rajidae)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Sea breams (Sparidae)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	Turbot (Psetta maxima)
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	<15%mix
	.
	.
	T
	T

	All other Marine Organisms
	. 
	. 
	. 
	. 
	. 
	. 
	. 
	T


Notes
(1) 
Can fish from March 1st to October 31st in the North Sea using <16mm mesh if the catch comprises 95% Sand eel.
(2) 
Can fish from 1st November to 28th February in the North Sea.
(3) 
In ICES Sub-area IV (EIFCA District) may be retained if <20% by weight of total catch and is not sorted.
(4) 
At least 90% of two or more target species, or at least 60% of one target species (with no more than 5% mixture of cod, haddock and saithe, and no more than 15% of any mixture of species marked <15%mix)
(5) 
Mesh Size Range 70-79mm is banned

Table 5: Towed Gear Net Construction
(inc Cod Recovery Plan)
	 
	16-31mm
	32-54mm
	55-69mm
	80-89mm

	Separator /Sorting 
	Note 5
	Note 1
	No
	No

	Square Mesh Panel (7) 
	No
	Note 1
	No
	90mm(2)

	Headline Panel (7) 
	No
	No
	No
	140mm(2)

	Max. Meshes in codend circum (7) 
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	120

	Max. Cod % 
	40
	5
	10
	20

	Min. Compositions 
	Note 6
	Annex I
	90%Mackerel
	Annex I

	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	90-99mm
	100-109mm
	110-119mm
	120mm+

	Separator /Sorting 
	No
	No
	No
	No

	Square Mesh Panel (7) 
	90mm(2)
	90mm(3)
	90mm(3)
	No

	Headline Panel (7) 
	140mm(2)
	No
	No
	No

	Max. Meshes in codend circum (7) 
	100
	100
	100
	N/A

	Max. Cod % 
	20
	20(4)
	3
	100

	Min. Compositions 
	Annex I
	Note 3
	70% Saithe
	N/A


Notes 
(1) 
If Pandalus are retained on board, either a sorting grid or 70mm SMP must be used. 
(2) 
Does not apply if catch has 85% Queen Scallop, or 40% Sole and no more than 5% Cod 
(3) 
Must have 90mm SMP or at least 70% Target species for 80-99mm nets and <5%cod 
(4) 
Mesh size range 70-79mm banned 
(5) 
Separator trawl, at least twice cod-end and less than 70mm or sorting grid, spaces less than 20mm must be fitted* 
(6) 
If Note 5 not used, then where sea fish have been caught less than 60% Shrimp/Common Prawn (Crangon / Pandalus) on board* 

*Does not apply if aggregate beam length is 8m or less; or a net headline of 8m or less 
(7) 
Does not apply to beam trawl, refer to 3a below 
BEAM TRAWLING 
Vessels shall be prohibited from using any beam trawl inside 12 miles unless: 
(1a) 
a vessel which entered into service before 1st January 1987 and whose engine power does not exceed 221 kW and in the case of derated engines did not exceed 300kW before derating 
(1b)
 a vessel which entered in to service after 31st December 1986 whose engine power is not derated , whose engine power does not exceed 221 kW and whos length overall does not exceed 24 metres 
(1c) 
a vessel which had its engine replaced after 31st December 1986 with an engine which is not derated and whose power does not exceed 221 kW 
(2) 
the aggregate beam length does not exceed 9m unless operating with gear having a mesh size between 16 and 31mm
(3a) 
on trawls with a mesh size of 80mm or greater, the entire upper half of the anterior part of such a net consists of a panel of netting of which no individual mesh is of mesh size less than 180mm attached directly to the headline or to no more than three rows of any mesh size attached directly to the headline. 
(3b) 
the panel of netting shall extend towards the posterior of the net for at least the number of meshes determined by:


(i) dividing the length in metres of the beam of the net by 12; 


(ii) multiplying the result obtained in (i) by 5400 and 

(iii) dividing the result obtained in (ii) by the mesh size in mm of the smallest mesh in the panel and 


(iv) ignoring any decimal or other fractions in the result obtained in (iii). 
(4) 
no more than two mesh size ranges from 32 to 99mm, 100-119mm and equal or greater than 120mm are carried onboard simultaneously. 
(5) 
whenever more than one net is towed simultaneously, each net shall be of the same mesh size range. 
Table 6: Two Net Rule
Permitted combinations of mesh size ranges
	Millimetres 

	

	16 to 31 and 32 to 54 

	

	16 to 31 and 80 to 99 

	

	16 to 31 and greater or equal to 100 

	

	32 to 54 and 80 to 99 

	

	32 to 54 and greater or equal to 100 

	

	80 to 99 and greater or equal to 100 


Notes 

Masters of fishing vessels who during a fishing voyage do not complete a log book shall not use any 
combination of towed nets during that voyage. 

Vessels may carry on board any combination of nets which do not comply to the conditions laid down, provided that such nets are properly lashed and stowed. 


CATCH COMPOSITION WITH TWO NETS 
Mesh size combination 16 to 31 and greater or equal to 100mm 

The catch retained onboard shall consist of at least 20 % of any mixture of shrimps and common prawns  (Pandalus montagui, Crangon spp. and Palemon spp.) 

Mesh size combination 32 to 54 and greater or equal to 100mm 

The catch retained onboard or landed shall consist of at least 20% of any mixture of shrimps and prawns (Crangon spp., Pandalus spp., Palemon spp. and Parapenaeus longirostris) 
or 
The catch retained onboard shall consist of at least 50% of any mixture of thos marine organisms Table 4 as the target species for mesh size rande 32 to 54mm with the exception of shrimp and prawns (Crangon spp., Pandalus spp., Palemon spp. and Parapenaeus longirostris) and no more than 15% of any mixture of the species indicated in Table 4 

Mesh size combination 80 to 99 and greater or equal to 100mm 

The catch retained onboard shall consist of at least 45% of any mixture of those organisms indicated in Table 2 as the target species for mesh size between 80 and 99mm
Guidance Booklet
Every effort has been taken to provide accurate information to the reader.  It should be noted that the only authoritative source is contained in the Official Journal of the European Communities for EC legislation and by HM Stationary Office for UK Legislation.  Copies of Eastern Inshore Fisheries & Conservation Authority's Byelaws and the Wash Fishery Order are available from the King's Lynn office.

In the event of uncertainty, fishermen are asked to contact either the EIFCA office or their local MMO Office.  Please note that any guidance given cannot be taken as legal advice.

Revised:  February 2016
NB  
Charts for the EIFCA district are available for download from:


www.eastern-ifca.gov.uk
Contact Addresses
EASTERN INSHORE FISHERIES & CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
6 North Lynn Business Village

Bergen Way

King's Lynn

Norfolk  PE30 2JG

Tel: 01553 77531  Fax: 01553 772031
Email: mail@eastern-ifca.gcsx.gov.uk
Marine Management Organisation  -  FISHERIES  OFFICE

Baltic Chambers

2 Waveney Road

Lowestoft

Suffolk NR32 1BN

Tel: 01502 573149  or  01502 572769

Email:
lowestoft@marinemanagement.org.uk
Marine Management Organisation - FISHERIES OFFICE

Hamilton House

Foster Road

Parkeston

Harwich

Essex  CO12 4QA

Tel: 01255 508973

Email: 
harwich@marinemanagement.org.uk
Marine Management Organisation - FISHERIES OFFICE

Estuary House

Wharncliffe Road

Grimsby

Lincolnshire DN31 3QL

Tel: 01472 355112   Fax: 01472 241868

Email: grimsby@marinemanagement.org.uk
NORTH EASTERN INSHORE FISHERIES & CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
Town Hall

Bridlington

East Riding of Yorkshire

YO16 4LP

Tel: 01482 393515  Fax: 01482 393699

Email: ne-ifca@eastriding.gov.uk
KENT & ESSEX INSHORE FISHERIES & CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

Paragon House

Albert Street
Ramsgate

Kent

CT11 9HD

Phone and Fax (01843) 585310

Email: taylor-joan@btconnect.com
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